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Bloomberg Pushes For Tough NYC Building Code Post-Sandy 

By Natalie Rodriguez 

Law360, New York (June 13, 2013, 8:54 PM ET) -- New York Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg on Thursday 
laid out 33 new proposals to shore up the city's building code standards and building owner best 
practices, aiming to make the area more resilient against potential natural disasters like Hurricane 
Sandy. 
 
The recommendations, which were forged by the Urban Green Council-led Building Resiliency Task 
Force, include tougher building codes for new buildings, new retrofit requirements and directives to 
have agencies work with building owners on emergency management plans, according to Bloomberg 
and City Council Speaker Christine Quinn. 
 
“Sandy clearly underscored why we need to do more to protect the buildings in our city, and not just 
from hurricanes,” Bloomberg said at a press conference, noting that the proposals also aim to protect 
the city in the event of blackouts and heat waves. 
 
Many of the proposals are set to be considered by the city council at a Sandy oversight hearing on June 
27, according to Quinn. 
 
“The Building Resiliency Task Force’s 33 proposals are common-sense ideas to make New York’s 
apartments, homes and office buildings safer shelters when the next extreme weather event hits,” Tal 
Golomb, a partner at Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP, told Law360 in an email. "Importantly, 
many of the recommendations are in the form of draft legislation that can be quickly implemented to 
update the city’s building codes. This will ensure that the city’s buildings include features that will save 
lives and be cost-effective for property owners." 
 
Golomb led a Fried Frank team — including associates Holly Chen, Marnina Cherkin, Ilana Ettinger, 
David Firestone, Hanna Gustafsson, Tannaz Simyar and Alexander Tanenbaum — that served as pro 
bono legal counsel to the Building Resiliency Task Force. The task force was made up of more than 200 
volunteer experts from the architecture, engineering, construction and real estate fields. 
 
Among the proposals are for building owners, especially of high-rise towers, to create common spaces 
where residents can access drinking water if the electrical grid goes off, which prevents pipes from being 
able to carry water past the sixth story. There is also a proposal to change the code to allow larger fuel 
tanks above the flood line and to design streets and sidewalks to manage rainwater better, according to 
Quinn. 
 
On the residential side, the proposals calls for more insulation, longer roof nails and lights in apartment 
stairwells that will continue working in a blackout, said Russell Unger, the executive director of the 
Urban Green Council. 
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“To protect millions of New Yorkers, New York City has among the toughest building standards in the 
world, and this Task Force report will help us make them even better,” Buildings Commissioner Robert 
LiMandri said in a statement. 
 
Several of the proposals also call for crafting new legislation that will limit the liability of building owners 
and their staff during emergency conditions, as well as limit the liability of “Good Samaritan” architects 
and engineers that offer volunteer work after an emergency, according to report by the Urban Green 
Council. 
 
--Editing by Elizabeth Bowen. 
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